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Doris Mayoli, CEO Twakutukuza
Trust (left) with Celebrate Life
guest and 14 years cancer
victor Mary Kimuri.

GLAMOUROUS
VICTORS
The first Celebrate Life event of the year was held on Saturday, 23rd February at the
Logos Christian School in Nairobi. A total of 20 women who have undergone or are
undergoing cancer treatment attended the event that is intended to uplift them
physically and emotionally.
As always, the results of the day’s program were spectacular and the women were
delighted with the results of their beauty treatments, glam shots and handicraft
activities, not to mention the gift bags they got to take home.
Celebrate Life would not be possible without the volunteers who give their time, love
and expertise to help make this a special day for the guests. Many of them operate
thriving businesses that they step away from on this day just so they can make a
difference for someone else.
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WHAT DRIVES TWA
VOLUNTEERS?
Ruth Lubembe, also a Twa volunteer, spoke to a few of the
volunteers at the Celebrate Life event to learn more about
what inspires them to share their time and skills with
Twakutukuza Trust.

LILLY MAINGI, 30 YEARS OLD,
PHOTOGRAPHER
For Lilly, who has been volunteering with Twa since the
first Celebrate Life event in 2011, it’s all about touching
hearts and making a change, especially in light of the fast
pace of modern life. “When you’re battling a health
condition amidst everything else, there is no time to take a
breather; a day off just to love on yourself,” she says.
Her participation in the event helps her become a part of
giving someone a day to get away from it all, and look
good in the process. This includes the conversations she is
able to have with the guests and any motivation she can
pass on to them.
Celebrate Life is so important to Lilly that in 2016, despite
landing a big paying gig, she opted to send someone else
to cover it so she could be present. Over the years she has
met women who arrive at the event with zero confidence in
their womanhood – following the ravages of cancer
treatment – and she sees it as her job to make them
believe that they are still as beautiful as ever.

Lilly Maingi poses with
her beautifully framed
glam shots of the
Celebrate Life guests.
Lilly runs a full-time
photography business,
Black Swan Media Ltd
(Tel: 0725 603 502
0738 388 422
lilly@blackswanmedia.co.ke)
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Ruth Lubembe at the
February 2019
Celebrate Life event

“I have seen women start off the photo shoot wearing wigs
then as the shoot goes on, they become bold and pluck
them off!” says Lilly. “It’s all about creating beautiful
memories and appreciating that life is precious. If my
photos can do that, then I want to be a part of it.”
There was a time when Lilly tried to get away from
photography by getting a job. Things were going pretty well
but she kept getting calls from friends saying they wanted
her to do their photographs and no one else. “This was
something I battled spiritually but after praying about it, I
felt an assurance that it was what I was meant to do. I
believe in living a fulfilling life. If you don’t ‘feel’ what you’re
doing, then you won’t give your best.”
She is now fully settled in her space behind the camera
lens and says as long as Celebrate Life exists, she will be
right there lending her support.

FRIDAH GACHERI,
23 YEARS OLD,
ASHLEY’S STUDENT
This was Fridah’s first time to participate in anything of this
kind and she was glad to have the opportunity. The
student, who asserts that hairdressing is in her blood and
that she is “the best in flat iron techniques”, says she is
always happy to help anyone in need.
And if she had her own thriving business, she would not
hesitate to shut down on her busiest day to participate in
an event like Celebrate Life.
Fridah
Gacheri

JOY KIRIGU, 19 YEARS
OLD, ASHLEY’S STUDENT
Joy, a beauty student who specialises in eyebrow shaping,
was excited to interact with the women who attended
Celebrate Life for some pampering. It was her first time to
interact with cancer patients and she says the experience
opened her mind up and reminded her to embrace life and
never take it for granted. “It was good to interact with the
women. I’ve done something with what I have for someone
else,” she says.

Joy
Kirigu

Joy describes herself as a very friendly person who loves
meeting new people and who was left encouraged by the
Celebrate Life experience. If she had the opportunity, she
would close down her business and take a whole team
with her and pour her whole heart into helping others.

VIOLA KIPCHOGE,
24 YEARS OLD,
ASHLEY’S STUDENT
Like her fellow students, it was Viola’s first time to
attend such an event. For her, it was all about
encouragement, love, care and being present for the
women, many of whom she said were surprised by the
results of their eyebrows and nails treatment.
“I felt great receiving good feedback from them. They
were happy with the results, especially the first-timers,”
she says. Although they were much older than her,
Viola was able to encourage them not to lose hope. And
yes, she too would sacrifice a day of business for such
an opportunity again.

Viola
Kipchoge
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Wendy Akoyo
(extreme left) with her
colleagues and fellow
volunteers from
Paramount Caterers.

WENDY AKOYO, 29 YEARS OLD,
CATERING MANAGER
For Wendy, the Celebrate Life cause resonated with her because it was
deeply personal. She lost her mother to HIV & AIDS in 2005, and says
the disease is just as draining as cancer. She got involved in the event
in honour of her mother.
“I remember whenever Mum was sick, she would ask me to do her hair,
eyebrows and nails for her trip to the hospital,” she says. “It’s so good
to see the way these women, the Twa guests, are being reminded that
their beauty and beauty regiments are important even as they go
through the cancer journey.”
Wendy says she and her mum grew very close as they cooked together
for years, and she will definitely return for the next Celebrate Life event.
“I know she would be proud of me,” she concluded.

Hannah Wanjiru Maina,
Rebecca Wanjiku Waweru and
her sister Hotensia Njeri, serve
the delicious food fully catered
for by Paramount Caterers.
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PARTNERS & SPONSORS

Twa volunteer
Nyambura Rubia
poses with
Regina Wanjiku
as she presents
her with her
glam photo.

Emily Mwangi
receives her
framed glam
shot from Twa
volunteer
Jessica
Lubembe.

Each Celebrate Life event, since 2011, has always been
a success because of the generosity and love Twa has
received from supporters and sponsors.
This first edition of Celebrate Life 2019 was made
possible through the support of various individuals as well
as organisations.

PHOTOGRAPHY

As mentioned earlier, Lilly Maingi of Black Swan Media
provided photography services which made for one of the
most memorable gift items for the ladies to take home
with them and remind them that they are beautiful, even
through the difficult process of cancer treatment.

TWA GLAM BAG

The ladies also received a Twa Glam Bag filled with various
gift items including lip balms, lotions, beauty soaps, shower
gels, hand wipes, jewelry, clothes, shoes and notebooks. All
these items were generous donations from Akariza Nduba
Mwenda, Antoinette Absaloms, Grace Miheso, Miriam
Ndambuki, Alice Muthua, Lulu Kariuki, J. Adongo Ligare,
Sarah Murithi and Ann Marie Nyamu.

HAIR AND NAILS

Ten Ashley’s Hair and Beauty Academy passionate
students, accompanied by two team leaders, provided
professional hair and beauty services. It was exciting to see
guests having manicures done, some for the first time in
their lives, leaving them feeling beautiful and pampered.

Ashley’s Hair and Beauty
Academy students with their
Team Leaders, Farida Sitati
(extreme left) and Rosemary
Wanjiku Mwaura (extreme right)
at the Celebrate Life event.
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MAKE-UP
A beautiful touch of make-up on each of our guests was provided by
our new partners, Farmasi, who supported the Celebrate Life event
for the first time in November 2018. For this event, a team of four
professional Farmasi make-up artists spent the day with the ladies,
making them look amazing as well as taking time to interact with
them and participate in the event’s sharing session.
In addtion to the Farmasi team, 16 year old Twa volunteer, Jessica
Lubembe (in bottom left photo), was also on hand to beautify the
ladies with her make-up artistry and professional products.

The day’s fabulous MC, Mildred Obuya (second right) poses with the
lovely Farmasi ladies (from left) Imelda, Nancy, Lavine and Grace.

ARTS & CRAFTS
The Celebrate Life event included an arts & crafts station
made possible by the skills and generosity of Rose
Murigu (wearing head wrap), another amazing Twa
volunteer.
For many of the guests, it had been decades since they
had drawn with crayons and coloured pencils or created
any kind of art from paper.
The ladies were initially unsure about taking part in the
activity but once they started, many of them did not want
to leave the table as their creativity was awakaned.

Lorem ipsum
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CATERING
Guests and volunteers enjoyed a sumptuous lunch fully
catered for by our newest sponsors, Paramount Caterers.
The company also provided tea and snacks for the ladies
to enjoy while they had their pampering done throughout
the day.
The Paramount Caterers team surprised the ladies by
gifting them with flowers which were presented by their
chefs, service team and leadership.

TENTS AND DECOR
Twa’s long-term partner GeoJoy Tents and Events provided
the tents, chairs, tables and colourful decor for the event at
the Logos Christian School kindergarten campus on Chaka
Road, Nairobi.
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THANK YOU
The Twakutukuza Trust is extremely grateful to all our
partners and supporters who made the day a success.
We also would not have made it without the volunteers who
gave their whole Saturday to spend time with the guests and
make it a memorable experience for everyone.

Salome Mwangi, a Twa beneficiary and
November 2018 Celebrate Life
Alumnus, surprised the Twa Team with
a beautiful and delicious cake at the
February 2019 Celebrate Life event.

Part of the Twa Team (volunteers and staff) at
the event. From left: Linda Nyamu, Ruth
Lubembe, Katherine Macharia, Doris Mayoli
and Boka Nyachieo-Ngumba.
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ABOUT CELEBRATE LIFE
Chemotherapy and Radiotherapy are life-saving
treatments, no doubt, but they take a severe toll
on the life of the patients and have a way of
draining the body and making one not feel
beautiful or worthwhile. Between side effects such
as excessive hair loss, blackening of nails, weight
loss due to lack of appetite, just to name a few,
one is left feeling not beautiful at all.
Cancer in general is also a roller-coaster of
emotions especially while undergoing treatment.
According to one patient,“One day you’ll feel great
and the next so exhausted you can’t get up. Just
when you started to have more energy, another
treatment brings you down again and usually
worse. I felt physically and mentally exhausted the
majority of the time.”

www.twatrust.org

Celebrate Life is, therefore, one of the key events
Twakutukuza Trust organises to give female cancer
patients a day to meet up with other patients who are
having similar experiences and have a chance to unwind
and relax together.
We would be happy to speak with you if you would like to
support the event or need more information about
Celebrate Life. Please call us on 0714 780 550 or send an
email to info@twatrust.org
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